
Kettle Brook Local Nature Reserve

Hedgerows
Hedgerows are
valuable as a food
supply for birds and
small mammals as
well as a refuge and
nesting site. Some
stretches of hedgerow
have been recently
managed by
‘hedgelaying’ which is
a traditional method
of management.

Artwork
The Kettle Brook
Youth and
Environment Project
was funded by a
Barclays SiteSavers
award in 2004-2005.
This involved young
people from Tamworth
in creating artwork for
the site that is now
incorporated into a
trail at Belgrave
Lakes.

The Kettle Brook
The Brook gives its name to, and runs the whole length of, the reserve, eventually flowing into Borrowpit
Lake in the centre of Tamworth. It provides a slow-flowing wetland habitat for many plants and animals.
Much of the bottom of the brook was covered in plastic mesh in the 1980s as part of an erosion control
programme. This is no longer needed and will gradually be removed to improve the habitat.
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Lakes
The lakes attract many species of wildfowl, from mute
swan and tufted duck to grey heron and little grebe.
Some are relatively new, being constructed to take run-
off from the A5. Many of them lack marginal vegetation,
which will be planted over the coming years.

Wild Flower Meadows
Local schools have been
involved in planting wild
flowers in the reserve.
These and other areas
will be managed by
cutting only once or
twice a year to promote
their growth and spread
of seed to other areas.
Look out for butterfl ies
and other insects
feeding from the flowers
in these areas.

Islands
Islands provide
a refuge and
nesting site for
many birds.
Look out for
swans, coots,
mallards and
moorhens
nesting here.

Woodland
Many of the woodland areas
were planted in the 1970s
and 1980s and have become
dense. Conservation
volunteers are working on
these areas, by cutting down
selected trees and allowing
them to re-grow. This will
produce a more varied
woodland and benefit wildlife
such as small mammals,
birds and insects.
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